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TCIKeeps Buying
Cable Systems

4 (From Page 23) program-
ming and system acquisi-
tion, including a new
Australian pay operation.
In just the past few
months, TCI snatched
TeleCable from the grasp
of Time Warner; cut a deal
via Intermedia Partners
to buy Viacom's million
plus subs (since derailed
by Congress in pique over
affirmative action deals
with tax implications -
sources suggest negotia-
tions are moving “solidly”
to sell the systems directly
to TCI); agreed to buy
about half of Sammons;
and agreed to take
Chronicle Publishing out
of cable TV. Some of the
deals are straightforward;
many are with partners
and surrogates (cable
companies financed and
backed by TCI.

TCI is also moving ag-
gressively to “rationalize”
its systems; that is, to
build ADI-dominant clus-
ters wherever possible.e
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